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fact, experienced the same vicissitudes in the post-war period as
farmers elsewhere. They suffered severely during the depression of
agricultural prices which culminated in 1932-3. They have, on the
whole, benefited from the various measures that have since been
taken to restrict agricultural imports and to assist different branches
of agriculture by subsidies. They have been affected by the various
national schemes of reorganization, such as the marketing schemes
for hops, pigs and bacon, milk, and potatoes that have been intro-
duced from time to time.
But the Survey Area has been affected in a quite exceptional degree
in the post-war period by the phenomenon of the decline in the
supply of agricultural labour. Between 1923 and 1933 the number
of farm workers in the Survey Area fell by a quarter. Moreover, the
special inquiries that have been made suggest that a large proportion,
which may possibly amount to about three-quarters, of the sons of
agricultural labourers are seeking occupations outside agriculture.1
The decline in the supply of labour has been accompanied by a
substantial rise in agricultural wages. Between 1914 and 1936 the
real wages of farm workers in Oxfordshire rose by nearly 40 per
cent. The evidence of the survey, however, indicates that there is
no reason for regarding the position with complacency. The farm
worker in the Area earned, on the average, only 34^. a week, or very
much less than most unskilled industrial workers in the Area. His
hours, 50 in summer and 48 in winter, tended to be longer than in
industry. While rents were, in general, very much lower than
in towns, this was in part the result of poor housing conditions
rather than of lower costs for the same amenities. There is, further,
no evidence that other costs of living were lower in the country than
in the town.
The farmers of the Survey Area are thus faced, in a greater degree
perhaps than British agriculturists elsewhere, with the necessity of
adapting their methods to meet the change in labour conditions. In
this respect they are confronted with a problem which made itself
felt in other parts of the country long ago. In the nineteenth century
industrialization proceeded far more rapidly in the north of England
than it did in the south, and it is the accepted view that the higher
level of agricultural wages prevailing in the northern counties was
krgely attributable to this cause. The outstanding social fact of the
Survey Area during the post-war period has been the remarkable
i This is not so serious as appears at first sight» since the size of family is so much
greater than in the city; but the fact remains that the number of those remaining is not
sufficient to maintain the supply of agricultural workers.

